My Learning Journey “All About Me”

· Learning takes place in many different situations, and my parents and carers remain my most important influence in life. Parents, carers and setting staff working in partnership makes a real difference to my achievement and progress. In order that this record is a true reflection of my learning and development, my parents and practitioners from each setting that I attend should contribute.

· Observation of learning and development may include:

· The use of long observation for gaining knowledge about me.
· snapshots of significant achievements
· What you need to help identify the next steps
· What you might forget
· annotated photographs
· quotes from me – the child
· comments from my parents/carers
· contributions from other settings I attend

· Dating and sequencing entries in the learning journey will help indicate a child’s progress in their learning and development.

· Each chapter will be a summary of my progress to date and will support future planning and development for me, ensuring that individual needs are met. 

Learning Difficulties
Children who are identified as having Special Education Needs (SEN), Learning Difficulties or Disabilities (LDD) may need a more individualised education plan (IEP). This will support the child in meeting appropriate targets and will then supplement the child’s learning story. This information (a child’s IEP and other professional reports) can only be shared with other providers/schools with parental consent in line with the SEN Code of Practice. All children however must have a learning story/record of achievement and transfer record as this is a requirement of the EYFS.

The Early Years Foundation Stage
The early years foundation stage (EYFS) sets standards for the learning, development and care of children from birth to 5 years old. All schools and Ofsted-registered early years providers must follow the EYFS, including childminders, preschools, nurseries and school reception classes.
The EYFS seeks to provide:

· quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind.

· a secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned around the needs and interests of each individual child and are assessed and reviewed regularly. 

· partnership working between practitioners and with parents/carers. 

·  equality of opportunity and antidiscriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and supported.

Early years learning concentrates on 7 areas split between prime and specific areas of learning.
The prime areas of learning are:
· communication and language
· physical development
· personal, social and emotional development
The specific areas of learning are:
· literacy
· mathematics
· understanding the world
· expressive arts and design


The EYFS - Characteristics of Learning

Through observation and knowledge of individual children Key Persons must identify how children learn.

· Playing and exploring – engagement
· Finding out and exploring is when the child uses open-ended, hands-on experiences which arise from curiosity. These provide the basis on which the child builds concepts, tests ideas and finds out how things work.
· Using what they know in their play refers to how a child uses imaginative play to understand, explore and embed ideas. Using their imaginative play to recreate experiences.
· Being willing to have a go, refers to a child using their particular interests to initiate activity ideas, look for challenges and opportunities within new experiences and to take risks. The child demonstrates a ‘have a go’ attitude and uses new opportunities to learn.

· Active learning – motivation
· Being involved and concentrating describes how absorbed and focussed the child is on their chosen activity.
· Keeping on trying is concerned with the need to strive to overcome challenges. To be persistent and build on basic skills which maintains resilience.
· Enjoy achieving what they set out to do describe the personal reward a child gets when they achieve their own goal and builds on their natural motivation to obtain long term success rather than just looking for approval from others.

· Creating and thinking critically – thinking
· Having their own ideas involves the child using their imagination and creativity to take on challenges and explore how these problems could be solved and how their ideas can be implemented.
· Using what they already know to learn new things is concerned with the way children link and develop concepts to different activities. It is also how children develop an understanding of sequences, cause and effect and how they build on these thoughts through description and scientific thoughts. 
· Choosing ways to do things and finding new ways involves children making choices, and decisions in an organised way when undertaking new goal-directed activities or tasks. It involves the child working out what to do, and how to change what they do, to achieve.
